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MINUTES. 


Macnouta Cuurcu, October 27, 1855. 


Delegates to Unton Baptist Assocration assembled this day 
with the Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Rev. M. T. Cony, from II Cor. v, 14: “For the love of Christ 


constraineth us.” 


1. In the absence of the brother Moderator, the meeting was 
called to order by the Clerk; when, on motion, Rev. M. T. Conn 
Was appointed to fill the Chair while the Association. organized. 

After a recess of an hour, the Delegates assembled in the 
Mecting-house again. Prayer by Rey. Wa. GREEN. 


2. Letters from eleven Churches were presented, which were 
read by brethren L. A. TILLMAN and E. B. Tuompson, and their 
statistics noted. 

[For Statistical Table, see page 14.] 


3. Brethren TrtLMaNn and THOMPSON were appointed to con- 
duct the election for officers; who, having received the votes of 
all delegates present, announced Rev. M. T. Conn, Moderator; 


and 8. H. Coteman, Clerk and Treasurer. 
Rev. Jas, NewMan requested to preach at the stand. 
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4. Visiting Brethren-invited to seats. ” 


5. Petitionary Letters called for: 


Willow Springs Church, Claiborne county, constituted u on ° 
I ; P 


the Articles of Faith of this Association, on the 28th of October, 
1854, by Rev. A. R. Lum and D. Griffing, presented her Letter. 


On motion, received, statistics entered, and hand of fellowship 
extended. 


6. Rules of Decorum and Powers of the Association read. 


7. Bro, Shadrach Foster appearing as the alternate of dele- 
gates appointed by the Bethany Church who hold the Letter, 
but have failed. The Association, on motion, suspended Rule 2d, 
and Bro. Foster’s name was enrolled, and the brother invited to 
a seat. 


8. Committee to arrange Preaching: Brethren, E. B. 


Thompson, L. W. Ellis, Wm. H. Craig, Henry Coleman, and B. 
Higden. 


9. Called for Correspondence: 
A Letter from Strong River Association, accompanied with 
a package of Minutes, was presented and read, and the messen- 
ger, Rev. Jesse Speer, welcomed to a seat. 


Rev. V. W. Brook appeared as messenger from Central 


Association, and said his Letter was on the way. Bro. Brock 
was welcomed, and took a seat. 


10. Appointed Committee of Arrangenient, viz: Rev. Wm. 


Green, S. D. Dodds, and Nathan Morris; and, on motion, Moder- 
ator and Clerk. 


11. On motion, the Clerk was appointed to write to Cor- 
responding bodies, and insert in minutes, 
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12. Appointed Messengers to, Central Association, viz: 
Rev. Wm. Green and D. Griffing, and Bro. S. H. Coleman: 
To Mississippi Association: Rev. E. Douglass, and Brethren 
Jno. H. Clark and H. Short. 


To Strong River Association: Rev. M. T. Conn, A. R. Lum 
and Nathan Morris. 


’ 


To Pearl River Association: Rev. Wm. Mullins, and James 
Newman. 


13. On motion, the Auditing Committee was appointed as 
follows: L..H. Tillman, J. M. Griffing, and Wm. Welch. 


14. Report of Preaching Committee : 

In case of failure of brethren appointed last year, Rev. Wm. 
Green will preach the Missionary Sermon at 10 o'clock to-morrow; 
Rev. V. W. Brock follow, and Rev. M. T. Conn close the exer- 
cises of the day. ; 


15. The Committee to nominate New Board, &c., was ap- 
pointed, to wit: Brethren Wm. Bolls,. S. Foster, B. Higdon, E. 
B. Thompson, and H. Trim. 


16. Catalogues of Mississippi College and,Female Institute, 
at Clinton, were received, and distributed; also, same of Grenada 
School, accompanied with a letter from the Principal to the 


Clerk. 


17. Adjourned till Monday morning. Prayer by Bro. 
Speer. 
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THE LORD’S DAY. 


Bro. GREEN preached from Rev. vi, 2, 
“From Greenland’s icy mountains,” 
taken up, amounting to $29 25. Bro 
pressive discourse upon Matt. xi, 28 & 29. 
CONN preached from Gen, j 
with exhortation and prayer. Many brethren 
him the hand, desiring to be remembered with t 
Throne 6f Grace. Brethren Morris and Sp 


stand, and had a pleasant season with the colored congregation. 


MonpDAY Morning, 10 o'clock. 


The Association met. Bro. GrirFrin prayed, 

18. The Letter of New Providence Chureh came up, was 
read. statistics entered, and Delegate V. Davis took his seat. 

19. 


Ist.—Call Roll. 

2d. —Appoint Committees, 

3d. —Receive Communications. 
4th.— Unfinished Business, 
5th.—Call for Reports. 


6th.— Motions and Resolutions. 
20. Roll Call. 


No Committees to appoint. 


21. A communication was received from the Bible Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, with their circular, suggest- 
Ing. # plan of operations for Associations and Churches to aid 


them in giving the Word of Life to all the world. See Reso- 
lution. 


No Un-finished Business, 


22. Bro. Jno. 


the Book Committe 
committee were no 


(7. Brown made a verbal Report in behalf of 
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t all present, and the report was not full, the 
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REPORT OF THE: BOARD. 


23. Another year of events has closed, and it becomes our 
duty to make a showing of the trust confided to us. It was 
thought our means would accomplish more, employed in the warm 
and more pleasant months :—hence we did not meet for action 
until the fifth Lord’s day in May, when we had a full Board— 
nearly all present, with the Bushy Fork Church. At this meet- 
ing an appointment was tendered Rev. M. T. Conn, who. being 
present, accepted. 

Our next meeting was with the Bethany Church, on Satur- 
day before the fifth Lord’s day in July. Bro.-Conn reported that 
he had spent 28 days in the destitute portions of our bounds, 
where he preached twenty-two sermons, lectured four times, and 
travelled 316 miles. Bro. Conn was reippointed to the work, 
and Bro. Jas. Newman being present, also accepted an appointment 
to devote all his spare time till ‘this meeting. 

Our Missionaries are now before us with their reports, from 
which, and their verbal statements of the condition of the fields 
they traversed, we have reason to hope some good has been, and 
believe much more may be done. Bro. Conn'’s labors were sus- 
pended in one portion of his field by the prevalence of the epi- 


‘demic. He, however, reports forty days’ service, preached thirty 


sermons, delivered five lectures, and rode 487 miles. He says:— 
“The congregations have been generally full and attentive, and 
on some occasions we had delightful meetings,—particularly at 
Castte Hitt; where, I think, in a short time a good and efficient 
church may be organized.” 

‘Bro. Newman reports fifty days in the service of the Board. 
Travelled 844 miles, preached forty-four sermons, and delivered 
six lectures, ; 

Thanks to our Heavenly Father, we have all been spared 
during this calamitous year, and now beg to offer this, our 
Report: and may the Lord sustain you in this noble work, and 
Open the ears and hearts of all of our brethren to the cries of 
those in our bounds who are perishing for the Bread of Life. 


S. H. CoLeman, Secretary. 
October 29, 1855. ’ 
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The Nominating Committee recommended the following 
brethrev to compose the new Board, to wit: .V. Davis, Vew Pro- 
vidence; Jas. Beasley, Bethany; L. W. Ellis, and L. H. Tillman, 
Pine Bluff: E. B. Thompson. Mignolia; B. Higdon, Bushy Fork;* 
J.T. Higdon, Union: Wm. Coleman, Fellowship; Jno. H Clark, 
Bethesda; Wm. Welch. Damascus; with the Moderator and Clerk. 


Also, to’ preach the next Introductory Sermon, Rev. Wm, 
Green; Rev. E. Douglass, alternate. 


To preach the Missionary Sermon, Rev. M. T. Conn; Rey. 
\. R. Lum, alternate. Agreed to. 


25. The Preaching Committee reported Bro. Newman to 
preach at the stand. 


26. The Financial Ivars reported that they had exa- 
mined the Treasurer’s Account, and found it correct, as follows: 


TREASURER'S. REPORT. 


S. H. Coleman, in account with “ Union Association” : 
1854, Br. 
Oct. 23.—To amount in TOIT 6 stiiseeeceet ccd - + $528 33 
er. 
1854. 
Oct. 23.—By receipt of Book Committee........ $24 00 
* Am’t paid for printing Minutes... .. 65 00 
“ “ 


Dr. Geo Stokes, (Ed. Soc.) 83 80 
Chas S. Tucker, (Ind. Miss.) 40 00 
TC. Me Cullla, (China, Miss.) 10 00 
sea Arch. Thomas, (Af. Miss.) 10 00 
S00, 
Oct. 27. , “ " tev. M. T. Conn, (Miss.) 102 00 
“, Rev. Jas. Newman, ( Miss. ) 75 00 
Balance in Treasury............ $118 53 


_—_—— 


$528 33 


Amount in Treasury............0... $118 53 
Collected on Sabbath 


Sent up by the Churches 


S. H. Coteman, Treasurer, 
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27. The Corresponding Letter of Central Association was 
received. 
98. The Report of Board of Trustces of Central Female) 
Institute was received; and, on motion, the Clerk was instructed 
to give the substance of same in the minutes, to wit: 


They represent the prospects of the school “ truly flattering.” 
They “/ave every encouragement both as respects the school and 
agency. Sister Crawford has conducted the school with untiring 
energy and success; aided by proficient and enthusiastic teachers, 
in the different departments of female education, to the universal 
satisfaction of her patrons.” 


They design erecting a “suitable edifice, and have for that 
purpose procured subscriptions to the amount of eight thousand 
dollars and aim to raise it to forty or fifty thousand. They recom- 
mend to the churches of this Association a “ welcome reception ” of 
their agent, Rev. Mr. Crawford, who expects soon to be with us. 


29. Resolved, That the Bro. Clerk be requested to write~ 


‘to those churches not represented, and suggest to them the pro- 


priety of forwarding to him their letters, that their statistics may 
appear in the minutes. Also, that they send their contributions 
up to the first meeting of the Executive Board.- 


30. Resolved, That we recommend to the brethren of this 
Association to form Bible Societies; and that they send their con- 
tributions direct to Nashville:—or, if they prefer, send through 
this body. 

31. Resolved, That the pastors of churches in our bounds be 


requested to present the claims of Domestic Missions to their 
congregations, and preach at least one sermon on the subject. 


32. Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due, 
and we tender them to the brethren and friends of this Charch, 
for their hospitality and kindness to us during our sojourn with 
them. . 


__ 83. Resolved. That this Association hold her next session 
With the Bethany Church. : 


34. On motion, the Clerk was instructed to have printed 
800 copies of the Minutes, and draw on Treasurer. Also, 
“The Articles of Faith,” and “ Rules of Decorum.” 


35. Minutes approved. 
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Adjourned to meet with the Bethany Church, Claiborne 
county, on Saturday before the fourth Lord’s day in October, 


1856. 


M. T. Conn, Moderator. 
S. H. COLEMAN, Clerk. 


_ 


BOARD MEETING. 


At the close of the Association the new Board was called by 
the Chairman. Members present: V. Davis, L. W. Ellis, E. B. 
Thompson, B. Higdon, Wm. Coleman; Jno. H.’ Clark, Wm. 
Welch, L. H. Tillman. and the Chairman and Secretary. 

On motion of Bro. Ellis. a committee was appointed to draft 
Rules by which this Board shall be governed. Brethren ‘Ellis, 
Higdon, and Tillman. committee, . 

Adjourned to meet with the Bethesda Church, Jefferson county, 
on Saturday, before the fifth Lord's day in March next. 


M. T. Conn, President. 
S. H.Cotemay, Secretary. 


—_—___ 


CORRESPONDING LETTER. 


Union Association to Sister Associations ‘an correspondence with her ; 

Greeti ng: 
Bevoven Breraren: Under an apparent frowning Providence, coming 
up through and into the region of the dread scourge of the land, dele- 
gates from some of our churches have, by the kind permission of our 
Heavenly Father, assembled: and though few, proceeded to organize 
and transact a little of the business of our thirty-fifth anniversary. We 
were cheered with the presence of ouly two of your messengers, Bro. 
Brock, of Central, and Bro. Speer, of Strong River, with correspondence 
of same. We trust we shall see the faces of nany of our dear brethren 
from your several bodies, at Bethany, a year hence. i 

Ouly a few of our charches tell us of special visitations of Divine 
mercy; but many of them complain of a Spiritual dearth. Others seem 
like Zaccheus, to be confidently expecting the Saviour “to pass that 
Way. 

Our Béard has been active. Their missionaries report an inviting 
field for future labors, und we hope to be able to communicate to you 
soon that much good has been done. Another church has been added 
to our Union, mainly through the instrumentality of a former Board. 
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We rejoice to be able to say that our mecting has been pleasant, ~ 


harmonious, and we trust, profitable. 


Please see items 11 and 12 of these minutes for our appointments; 
and may the Lord bless you, brethren. 


By order: 5. H. Coteman, Clerk. 


y aT Y Wy 
REVIEW OF LETTERS. 
Aytiocu.—Bro. Lum is their pastor, whose labors the Lord has 
blessed; and they still rejoice that God is with them, and “carrying on 
agreat work.” Had a protracted meeting, at which a number joined 
them. 


Betuitenem.—They complain of lukewerniness, afflictions and sor- 
tow. Two valuable members, ‘Bro. L. Munday and sister L, B. Bald- 
win, have left them, we hope, to join the Church above. Rev. T. M. 
Bond, whose signature appears in their letter as Moderator, was their 
supply. They say ina postscript: ‘‘Since our last meeting, we have 
to lament the death of our beloved Bro. Bond. ’ 


Busny Fork.—This church seems to be still in a pleasant state, 
under the pastoral care of Bro. Mullins. ‘But they have lost a good 
member, Bro, Wm. Higdon, who was baptized in the summer of 1854, 
and was, till death, a ‘‘ consistent member of the church.” 


Betuespa.—Bro. Lum has preached to them only part of the year. 

They complain of doing poorly, and say, ‘‘ the fault is ours.” 
\ 

Betnany.—This letter has just come to hand. They are looking 
for a blessing under the administrations of Bro. Mullius. They have 
lost by death sisters Sarah Spell and Elizabeth Winters. They petition 
for, aud will have the Association with them hext. 


Crear Creex.—No letter. 


Damascvs.—They say: “Our beloved brother, S. B. Mullen, con- 
tinues to preach once a month. to the great acceptance of the church 
and congregation; but, owing, to his declining health, we fear we shall 
be deprived of his services after the close of the present year.” They 
Couplain of colduess. 


o 
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FELLowsu1p.—In May they called Rey. Wm. Green, a stud-nt at 
Mississippi College, who accepted and was ordained to his work in July. 
They say: “ Notwithstanding the judgments of God in our land, and the 
lively appeals to our people from the pulpit, many around us, and some 
who have a name to live, seem to he dead in trespasses and sin. We 
trust, however, there is for us ‘a good time coming.’ ” 


Macxouta.—They proffer a welcome reception to the Association, 
and express the hope that “ our meeting will be to the glory of God, 
and advance the interests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom.” Surrounded 
by the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and wasteth at noonday, 


they praise God for his goodness in sparing them all. Bro. Wn. Green 
preaches for them twice a week. 


Exenezer.—Last year they were in a destitute state. “ We now 
inform you that we have the services of our beloved brother, A. 
McKenzie, who has promptly attended us, with two exceptions.” They 
are praying, with the hope that though the seed sown lea apparently 
dormant, they. may yet germinate and produce an abundant harvest. 


‘A mother in israel has fallen,” at “Ebenezer: sister Rath Scott is no 
more.” ‘ 


New Provivence.—“ The past Associational year has been an un- 
fruitful one with us. We are in a cold and declining state, and confess 


the fault is ours.” They pray fora revival, and say, “pray for us.” 
Bro. Mullins, pastor, ' 


, 


_New Ziox.—Bro. Conn preached here. They say: ‘‘ We have: 


nothing very interesting to state to you, more than we are at peace one 
with another.” 


First: Baptist Cutrcu, Natcuez.—White Church meet but seldom; 
worship principally with other denominations. Colored Church worship 
together every Sabbath, to whom Bro. Whieldon preaches once and twice 
a month; 63 baptized, 46 of whom are on “Southwood Lodge” plan- 
tation, where Bro. Whieldon preaches also once a mouth. 


Pine Biorr.—In a lukewarm state; but “have finished a neat 
and rather commodions house of worship, at a cost of $1,800; one-half 
yet unpaid, which will embarrass us peculiarly, to some extent.” Bro. 


Mallins preaches to them; “whose labors they hope soon to see abun- 
dantly blessed. 


Pirpmont.—Bro. Mullins has preached to them, but “ without any 
apparent demonstrations of the Spirit upon the many.” “We have 
some reason to hope, however, ‘that God, for Christ’s sake, is dealing 
with some precious souls in the community.” 


Preasant Hit.—1 hey tell us of “ divisions and strifes among 
them;” and wish to lay them aside. They ask us for our prayers that 


they may be 
with them. 
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they may be delivered from the power of temptation. Bro. Lum labors 
with them. 


Warre Oax.—Bro. Currie, pastor. ‘‘ We had a protracted meet- 
ing of six days i) August. A good degree of interest . was manifested.” 
Yet they complain of a lukewarm condition. 


Wittow Srrincs.—Newly constituted_ Bro. Griffing their mERY: 
See Item 5. 


Union.—No letter. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH, 


| OF THE 


UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
Adopted at the First ‘Session, Sept. 18th, 1820, 


PREAMBLE. 
We. the Churches of Jesus Christ, who have been regularly baptized upon a 
Profession of Our Faith, are convinced of the utility of a combination of 
Churches, and of maintaining a correspondence for the preservation of union 
amongst Churches of the same fa.th aud order. We, theretore, agree to form 
ourselves into an Association, upon the following principles. viz: 


ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

1, We believe in one Triune God,—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost; the same in essence—equal in power and glory. 

2. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were given by 
the inspiration of God, and are the ouly rule of fa.th aud practice. 

3. We believe in the fall of Adam from his original rectitude—in the impu- 
tation of his sin to all his posterity —in the total depravity of human nature, aud 
in maa’s inability to restore bimself to the favor of God. 

4. We believe that God hath loved his people with an everlasting love ; 
that be chose them in Christ before the fouudat.on of the wotld; that he calleth 
them with a boly and an effectual calling; aud, being justified alone through the 
righteousness of Christ imputcd to them, they are kept by the power of God, 
through faith unto salvation. 

5. We believe there is one M d'ator between God and man—the man Christ 
Jesus: who, by the satisfaction he made to law and justice, in becoming an offer- 
ing for sin, hath, by his most precious blood, redeemed the elect from under the 
curse of the law, that they might be holy, and without blame before Him in love. 

6. We believe that good works are the fruits of taith. aud follow after justifi- 
cat‘on, and are ev.dence of @ grac.ous state; and that all believers are bound to 
obey every command of God, from a principle of love. 

7, We believe in the resurrection of the Dead, and a General Judgment ; 
that the happiness of the righteous, and the punishment of the wicked, will be 
everlasting. 
: © cosreL onven. 

- 1. We believe that a Church of Jesus Christ is a congregation of immersed 
believers, who have given themselves to the Lord, and to oue another, by the will 
of God; and have covenanted to keep up a godly discipline, agreeable to the 
rules of the gospel. : 

_ 2 We believe that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church—the only Law 
Giver—that the goverument is with the Church. ; ; 

3. That Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are gospel Ordinances, appointed 
by Jesus Christ, and are to be continued id the Church until his secoud eoming. 

4. That the Immersion of the body in water, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the only Scriptural Baptism, as taught by 
Christ and his Apostles. . : 

5. That none but regularly baptized church members, who live a holy life, 
have a right to partake of the Lord’s Supper. 

_6 That it is the privilege and duty of all believers to make a public pro- 
fession of their faith, by suum:tting themselves as subjects of baptism, and as 
members of the visible church. 

7. That it is the duty of every regularly organized church to expel from 
her Communion all disorderly and immoral members, or those who hold doctrines 
contrary to the Scriptures. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

1. Those delegates-who are regularly chosen by the churches in our union, 
shall compose the Association. ea 2 : 

2. The delegates so chosen shall produce letters from their respective 
churches, certifying their appoinment, together with the number in fellowship ; 
those bapt.zed ; received by lester restored ; dismissed; ex-communicated and 
dead, since’the last Association. 
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3. The delegates thus chosen and convened shall be denominated “Tae 
Union Baptist Associyfion.”’ . 

4. The Associatién shall havea Moderator, and Clerk, who shall be annually 
chosen by a majority of the members present. 

5. If new churches desire to be admitted into this union. they shall petition 
by letter and delegates; and if, oc examination, found orthodox and orderly, 
shall be received by the Association; manifested by the Moderator’s giving their 
delegates the right band of fellowship. = 

6. No church in this union shall have a right to more than two delegates, 
upless she shall exceed one hundred members ; then she shall have a right to an 
additional delegate for every fifty. 

7. Every Query sent to the Association, by any church in the union, shall 
be read and put to vote by the Moderator whether it shall be debated ; and, if 
there shall be a majority for it, it shall be tuken up and investigated : Provided, 
always, That those be first cons dered which effect the union of the churches. 

8. Every motion made and seconded shall be taken up by the Association, 
except it be withdrawn Ly the person who made it. 

9%. Only one person shall speak at once: who shall rise from his seat and 
address the Moderator. 

10. The person thus speaking shall not be interrupted, except he depart 
from the subject, break the Rules of Decorum, or cast reflections on a brother ; 
iu which case he shall be immediately called to order by the Moderator. 

11. No person shall speak more than twice on the same subject, without 
leave of theModerator. 

12. No brotber shall fiually depart from the Conference without leave of the 
Association. 

13. The Moderator shall have the libe rty of speaking on any question that 
may be debated, provided the chair be previously filled; but have the privilege 
of voting only when the Association is equally divided. 

14. The names of the delegates shall be eurolled by the Clerk, and called 
over as often as the Association deems expedient. 

15. We think it absolutely necessary to have an Association Fund, for de- 
fraying the expenses of the same ; for the raising and supporting of which, we 
think it the duty of each church in the union to contribute such sums as it may 
deem proper, and send them by the hands of their delegates to the Association; 
and the money thus contribut: d by the churches shall be d posited in the hands of 
the Treasurer, by the Association appointed, who shall be accountable to the 
Association for all the moneys by him received and pa.d out, according to the 
direction of the same. 

16. The Minutes of the Association shall be read (and corrected if neces- 
weary), and signed by the Moderator and Clerk, before the Association rise. 


THE POWERS OF THE “ASSOCIATION, 


1. It shall be the business of the Association to provide for the general 
union of the churches, 


2. To keep up a friendly correspondence (when convenient) with other 
Associations of the same faith and order. 
_ ,_,% This Association shall have no power to lord it over God's heritage, nor 
infringe upon any of the internal rights of the churches. 

_ 4. It shall be the duty of this Association to give the churches the best 
advice in their power, in difficult matters; to inquire into any difficulties which 
may exist between sister churches, and remove them, if possible. 


rt 


_->% To admit any of the brethren in the ministry as assistants, but not to 
give them the privilege of Voting. 

6. This Association shall have the power to withdraw from any church in 
the union, which may be unsound in principle or immoral in practice, until 
reclaimed. 

7. To appoint any person or persons, by and with their consent, to transact 
any business which the Associttion may deem necessary. 

8. The Association shall have power to adjourn to any time or place they 
may think proper. 

9. The Association shall be opened and closed with Prayer. 





hated “Tur 
be annually 


hall petition 
nd orderly, 
giving their 


» delegates, 
right to an 


union, shal] 
ed ; and, if 
|: Provided, 
urches. 

Association, 


is seat and 
| he depart 
a brother ; 
rr. 

ct, without 


eave of the 


estion that 
2 privilege 


and called 
nd, for de- 
which, we 
us it may 
sociation ; 
1¢ hands of 
ble to the 
ing to the 
lif neces- 
ise. 

e general 
rith other 


itage, nor 


s the best 
ies which 


mut not to 


church in 
ice, until 


transact 


lace they 








EEE 
=: Ste apeieeguentoneageeeetese aioe a 
ei pe ee = — 


wh 


ANHIVERSARY, 


76 Camp sraker, New Ontzans. 


OCTOBER 25th and 27th, 1856. 
PRINTED AT THE DAILY DELTA OFFICE. 
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